


Country Club on Friday afternoon, followed 
by a School of Business reception and dinner 
at Los Vaqueros Restaurant. Saturday offered 
several different activities for Wesleyan 
alumni, including the Alpha Chi/Golden 
Shears Breakfast, Ram Jamboree, a School of 
Education reception, and the spring musical 
and Afterglow party. 

The Office of Alumni Relations once again 
helped coordinate the Robing Ceremony, held 
in the Polytechnic United Methodist Church, 
on Friday, May 15. A Wesleyan tradition since 
1927, the Robing Ceremony allows students to 
honor the professor that has meant the most to 
them during their time at Texas Wesleyan. 

The alumni web pages (www.txwes.edu/
alumni) have been redesigned, providing 
more information and more ways for alumni 
to reconnect with fellow classmates and 
the University. In addition, the Office of 
Advancement and Alumni Relations will begin 
using the services of Constant Contact Inc. 
to assist the offices in sending eye-catching, 
graphic-intensive e-mails to Wesleyan alumni 
and friends. 

Athletics
Table Tennis
The Rams table tennis dynasty continued 
this year as the team won five out of seven 
titles at the College Table Tennis National 
Championships in April. The Rams came 
away with victories in the co-ed team, women’s 
team, women’s doubles (Ines Perhoc and Jasna 
Reed), mixed doubles (Mark Hazinski and Ines 
Perhoc), and men’s singles (Mark Hazinski) 
events. Since the program began in 2002, the 
Rams have won 38 of a possible 52 collegiate 
titles. This is the sixth consecutive year they 
have won the national title. 

Mark Hazinski, a junior from Mishawaka, 
Ind., won his second national title in men’s 
singles. Hazinski had to go through former 
Texas Wesleyan star Eric Owens, BS ‘06, in 
the final match. Owens is now playing as a 
graduate student for Midwestern University.

Baseball
The Rams advanced to the NAIA National 
Championship Opening Round after 
reaching the Red River Athletic Conference 
Championship, but fell to Oklahoma City after 
beating McKendree University and Louisiana 
State University-Shreveport. In the RRAC 
Tournament, the Rams lost a close game to 
Northwood University in the finals – the 
Knights got the winning run in the bottom of 
the ninth.

Nine Rams earned All-Conference honors this 

season, including six on the first-team. Senior 
shortstop Butch Ballez, junior catcher Mikey 
Horn, senior outfielder Blake Walker, junior 
outfielder Nick Schrock, junior right-hander 
Joey Evans, and junior reliever Matt Chutchian 
were named to the first-team. Junior outfielder 
Travis Spencer, junior utility player Ryan 
Jacobi, and sophomore pitcher Kody Thiebaud 
were selected to the second team.

 The Rams also put five players on the RRAC 
All-Glove team, which is comprised of the top 
defensive player at each position: Mikey Horn 
(catcher), Butch Ballez (shortstop), Jerry Fisher 
(second base), Blake Walker (left field), and 
Joey Evans (pitcher).

Golf
The Texas Wesleyan University men’s golf team 
rose from a tie for sixth place all the way to 
second at the 58th NAIA Men’s Golf National 
Championship. Sophomore Armado Villarreal 
placed second out of a field of 151. 

The Rams won their way into the tournament 
this season. Texas Wesleyan hosted – and 
won – an NAIA National Qualifier at Raven 
Nest Golf Club in Huntsville, Texas, which 
doubled as the RRAC Tournament (an event 
Texas Wesleyan has never lost). The win put 
the Rams into the National Tournament and 
gave the team its sixth straight conference 
championship. 

Softball
The Lady Rams softball team reached the 
semifinals of the RRAC Tournament. After 
forfeiting seven wins, including four conference 
games, their overall record came to 18-32. At 
9-11 in conference play, they were the fourth 
seed in the conference tournament. 

Six Lady Rams were named All-Conference:  
junior pitcher Ashley Oldham, sophomore 
pitcher Ashley Tarrant, sophomore shortstop 
Lateah Lucero, freshman outfielder Shawna 
Henderson, freshman infielder (first base) 
Christina Kelley, and sophomore catcher Haley 
Butler. Butler was also named RRAC Co-
Player of the Year. She is the third Lady Ram 
to earn RRAC Player of the Year honors and 
the first since Marie Stone was named Co-POY 
in 2006.

 For all of the latest information on Texas 
Wesleyan athletics, go to www.ramsports.net.

Office of Communications
Texas Wesleyan welcomes Chuck Burton as 
the assistant vice president of marketing and 
communications. Burton spent more than 
30 years at RadioShack Corporation, with 
positions ranging from Associate Creative 
Director to Director of Advertising Programs 

& Administration to Senior Director of 
Electronic Communications. Since 2007, he 
has worked as a corporate communications 
consultant for Regions Financial Corporation 
in Birmingham, Ala., and CRM Studios, a 
major film and video production company in 
Irving. Throughout the years, his work has 
included advertising, strategic communications, 
website development, business planning, and 
creative direction. Burton started at Texas 
Wesleyan on March 23. 

Grants and Research
The University continues to increase the 
amount grants and contracts received to 
support student scholarship, outreach, 
technology infrastructure, economic 
development, and teaching and learning. 

One of the biggest success stories in the local 
area has been the receipt of ongoing funding 
in support of the Rosedale Redevelopment 
Initiative. Last year, a Congressionally directed 
grant in the amount of $150,000 from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) served as the catalyst in 
gaining additional support – both public and 
private – for the redevelopment of properties 
at the front door of the historic campus. Since 
the announcement of HUD funding, Texas 
Wesleyan was able to secure additional funds to 
assist in our efforts to begin the revitalization 
of the Polytechnic/Wesleyan Urban Village 
along the 3000 and 3100 blocks of E. Rosedale 
Street. In addition to the opening of the Baker 
Building this past November, which serves 
as a community meeting space, a local vendor 
has opened The Coffee X Spot @ Java Joe’s. 
This month, the Texas Wesleyan University 
Bookstore, operated by Follett, relocated as the 
first new tenant on the south side of E. Rosedale 
Street. The newest grant to support these 
redevelopment efforts was recently announced 
by HUD and the next phase anticipates initial 
renovations to the Dillow House. 

Texas Wesleyan’s School of Education 
continues to expend funds from three 
multi-year grants. The U.S. Department 
of Education’s National Professional 
Development (Bilingual Education) grant 
program bestowed scholarship awards for 
current bilingual education undergraduate 
students and cultivated professional 
development in area bilingual teachers. The 
Sid W. Richardson Foundation maintained 
support of Wesleyan’s principalship program 
by providing a third year of funding in the 
amount of $70,000, dedicated to scholarships, 
marketing, principal mentors and Courage 
to Lead retreats. Lastly, the John Fetzer 
Institute’s award, which supports education 
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professor Twyla Miranda’s research study on 
the effects of Courage & Renewal North Texas 
(a personal and professional development 
program) on school culture and TAKS scores 
in the Metroplex, is wrapping up its third and 
final year.

In provision for the 
teaching and learning 
of area high school 
students, JP Morgan 
Chase Bank has 
awarded $10,000 for 
the summer 2009 
TexPREP program—
the Texas Pre-
Freshman Engineering 
Program, directed at 
Texas Wesleyan by Jane Moore, professor of 
mathematics. Additional awards to support 
TexPREP this summer have been received from 
the Sid W. Richardson Foundation and the 
State of Texas through UT San Antonio (the 
state TexPREP agency). The purpose of this 
program is to identify high achieving middle 
and high school students with the interest and 
potential for careers in engineering, science, 
technology and other mathematics-related 
areas and to reinforce them in the pursuit of 
these fields. Serving 100 students from area 
high schools, these students will participate in 
rigorous coursework and career field trips over 
eight weeks this summer. 

To assist need-based financial aid, GO 
Center student worker salaries, new summer 
bridge programs in math and reading for our 
incoming freshmen, and Student Success 
Stations, TG awarded a grant for our Pathways 
to Success project in the amount of $82,550. 
Also providing for the betterment of local high 
school students in their preparation for college 
is the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board. Their Collegiate G-Force grant totaling 
$40,000 supports student workers who staff 
the GO Centers at Polytechnic, Castleberry, 
Crowley, and North Crowley High Schools. 

The School of Arts and Sciences drew from 
multiple grants as well. The first year of the 
U.S. Department of Education’s Upward 
Bound Math and Science grant commenced. 
The grant facilitates outreach to low income, 
first generation, college-going high school 
students currently attending one of four local 
partner high schools: Polytechnic, North Side, 
Diamond Hill, and Trimble Tech. Also, the 
Pre-Professional Program received $50,000 in 
funding from the M.D. Anderson Foundation 
to support its programming. Finally, the 
Robert A. Welch Foundation’s support for 
chemistry student research continued through 
its second year. 

The Arts Council of Fort Worth and Tarrant 
County granted $5,780 in support of the 
Highlander/Wesleyan Jazz Festival, directed 
by Bryan English, assistant professor of music. 
And the Hatton W. Sumners Foundation has 
once again provided $5,000 in scholarship 

development funds for the 
Sumners Scholars program as 
well as $12,500 in scholarship 
funding to support students 
enrolled in our Master 
in Management degree 
program.

The Graduate Programs of 
Nurse Anesthesia (GPNA) 
have recently received 
notification of nearly 

$44,000 from Department of Health and 
Human Services (DHHS) for FY10 to be 
used in support of students beyond the first 
12 months of the nurse anesthesia program 
through its Nurse Anesthetists Traineeships 
program grant. Also, the new Doctorate of 
Nurse Anesthesia Practice (DNAP) degree 
program has received a significant award 
totaling $247,000 in support of technology 
infrastructure through a U.S. Congressionally 
appropriated DHHS Health Resources and 
Services Administration grant.

Texas Wesleyan has made substantial progress 
towards its objectives during the first two years 
of the five-year, $2 million U.S. Department 
of Education Strengthening Institutions (Title 
III) project. The grant assisted in the creation 
of the Center for Excellence in Teaching and 
Learning (CETL), which provides faculty 
with access to modern teaching technologies 
and opportunities to experiment with these 
technologies. All positions – including a 
learning specialist, advising specialist, and 
instructional technologist – have been filled. 
Located in our library, the CETL includes 
a teaching lab designed to replicate the 
SMART classroom technology to be deployed 
in classrooms across campus with Title III 
funds. To date, two complete sets of SMART 
classroom technologies have been purchased 
– one in the McFadden Science Center and 
one in Dan Waggoner Hall – with installation 
in additional classrooms currently being 
prioritized. 

Additionally, we designed and piloted learning 
communities courses in both the fall 2008 
and spring 2009 semesters; assessments are 
currently underway to determine the impact 
of the learning communities initiative in 
terms of student success—grades, retention, 
social networking, etc. In addition, we have 
contracted with two faculty members to design 
a faculty “learning coaches” model to assist 

with advising, early alert, and retention to be 
piloted in the fall 2009 semester for freshman 
students enrolled in our learning communities 
courses.  

Faculty development opportunities focusing 
on the implementation and maintenance of 
learning communities as well as assessment 
measures are ongoing. A summer institute will 
prepare us to launch learning communities 
in the fall 2009 semester for our incoming 
freshman class. Also, a team of seven faculty 
and one staff member will travel to the 
Washington Center at The Evergreen State 
College for their 2009 National Summer 
Institute on Learning Communities to receive 
professional development for continued 
improvement of our learning communities 
model.

Finally, the School of Business wireless 
project has been successfully completed. This 
network gives faculty and students access to 
student information that is critical to effective 
student tracking, interventions, and outcomes 
assessment. 

The Title III grant is on schedule and 
progressing as planned. It has garnered a 
great deal of interest and support from faculty 
and staff because of the potential to try new 
strategies to fulfill the mission of the University 
and improve student success rates. This grant 
is on its way to changing the climate of the 
University. 

Information Technology 
The IT department built on its momentum 
from the fall semester and completed 
several projects in the spring. The Network 
Operations group completed the expansion 
of network connections to all 18 clinical 
sites for the Graduate Programs of Nurse 
Anesthesia (GPNA). This expansion allows 
GPNA students to connect to Texas Wesleyan 
University’s network resources and the Internet 
from their clinical sites. This improved network 
also creates new capabilities that will allow 
GPNA to improve upon its already excellent 
offerings. The Network Operations group also 
launched a project in the spring to upgrade 
students’ email and calendaring service and 
provide lifelong email accounts to alumni; 
this project is estimated for completion in 
December 2009.

The Administrative Systems division of the 
IT department continues to add and refine 
services that utilize the University’s business 
integration system (Colleague). In spring 2009, 
this group, in conjunction with the Office 
of Admission, launched Web Advisor for 
applicants, a program that allows applicants 
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to check their application status and monitor 
communications with Texas Wesleyan staff. 
The Administrative Systems group also 
partnered with the Business Office to enable 
and roll out Web Time Entry to the campus, 
allowing staff to enter their timesheets in 
Colleague rather than on paper. 

The IT Support Services group expanded the 
Help Desk hours to 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, and added support for students 
to the existing support for faculty and staff. The 
IT Support Services group will be upgrading 
wireless access points across campus during the 
summer and rolling out Microsoft Office 2007 
to the campus community.

The Center for Excellence in Teaching and 
Learning (CETL) continues to support faculty 
development and employee use of technology. 
In spring 2009, the CETL purchased 
PsychData, an online survey tool that allows 
users to create and disseminate web-based 
surveys. The CETL provided training 
workshops on Microsoft Office 2007 to prepare 
faculty and staff for the transition to the new 
Office Suite.  

The CETL also provided training workshops 
on Turnitin, Web 2.0 (wikis, blogs, Twitter, 
social networking), Adobe Contribute, 
graphics, PsychData, and Blackboard. The 
Provost’s Professional Development Workshop 
series included Daniel Chen’s workshop on 
advising and  Jason Ebbeling’s and Brian 
Van Brunt’s online webinar on working with 
difficult students. 

International Programs
Study Abroad Expands Its Territory
More than 100 Texas Wesleyan students 
are joining the four faculty-led study abroad 
study trips this spring and summer to visit 
countries across South America and Europe. 
During spring break, Jesse Sowell, professor of 
religion, took a group to 
Scotland for his annual 
Wesleyan Heritage 
Study Tour, where they 
visited historic sites after 
learning about them 
in his spring semester 
courses. Linda Metcalf, 
associate professor of 
counseling, is taking 
graduate counseling 
students to study at 
the Brief Therapy Practice center in London 
in late June. The School of Education, which 
finds great value in sending its students abroad 
for teaching experiences, will sponsor two 
trips this summer, going again to Peru and 
Brazil. Twyla Miranda, professor of education, 

and Debra Thomas, adjunct instructor of 
education, will lead the Travel and Teach 
in Peru program, which is an opportunity 
for graduate students in education to gain 
experience teaching English to international 
students while experiencing the students’ 
culture. Similar in nature but in a different 
host country is the Travel and Teach in Brazil 
program led by Carlos Vasquez, visiting 
professor of education, and  Sandy Myers, 
grants and communications coordinator. 
Planned trips to Mexico and Russia and former 
Eastern Bloc countries were cancelled because 
of H1N1 influenza concerns.
International Games Day
The International Club hosted International 
Games Day on Thursday, April 23, to 
share some of their popular games with the 
university community. Participants got to 
enjoy traditional games from Europe and Asia 
for an hour and a half over lunch break. The 
games of kubb, boule and cricket were played 
on the mall in front of the library. Kubb, a 
Swedish game dating back to the Vikings, is 
similar to bowling but with sticks instead of 
balls and has enjoyed a revival with college 
students in Sweden. Boule, also known as 
pétanque, is based on the same principle as 
the game of horseshoes, but with metal balls 
instead of horseshoes, and can be found in the 
parks all throughout Europe. Cricket, similar 
to baseball, is the popular national game in 
England and is found throughout countries 
once part of the British Empire. The games 
were a good way for students, faculty and staff 
to briefly relax and have fun during the stressful 
end-of-semester activities.

West Library
The librarians and staff of the Eunice and 
James L. West Library carried out a productive 
year of assisting, teaching, collecting, managing 
and learning while interacting with students, 

faculty, staff and the 
community.

Instruction sessions were 
provided for classes from 
multiple disciplines to ensure 
that students are able to 
utilize outstanding new 
databases and research tools. 
Briefly, they include: the 
African-American Experience, 
an online library rich in 
history and culture; the 

Classic Music Library and the complete works 
of Bach, Beethoven and Mozart on CD; the 
Children’s Literature Comprehensive Database 
(CLCD); RefWorks, an online research 
management tool; ScienceDirect, from Elsevier; 
and the Virtual Job Interview.

More than 2,100 new books were ordered - 365 
from the Perkins-Prothro fund - throughout 
the disciplines. The International Encyclopedia 
of the Social Sciences was ordered in e-book 
format as we continue migrating from print to 
online when propitious both for curricular and 
budgetary reasons.

Changes in scenery occurred on the Periodicals 
floor when the Honors Lounge was created in 
the summer of 2008. This space, dedicated for 
the use of students in the Honors Program, 
is spacious and attractively decorated 
with computers, low tables, and invitingly 
comfortable seating.

Also on the second floor, the stacks were 
redesigned and the current periodicals and 
leisure reading magazines were arranged to 
facilitate solitary study or relaxation to group 
spaces for the exchange of ideas.

Personnel from each department participated 
in numerous and varied professional 
development opportunities with Amigos 
Library Services, Association of College and 
Research Libraries, Library and Information 
Technology Association, Society of Southwest 
Archivists, and the Texas Council of Academic 
Libraries.

School of Arts and Sciences 
Rodriguez Receives the Stanley C. Israel 
Award
 Ricardo E. Rodriguez, professor of chemistry, 
was selected by the American Chemical Society 
as the Stanley C. Israel Awardee for advancing 
diversity in the chemical sciences. 

The American Chemical Society’s Committee 
on Minority Affairs recognized Rodriguez’s 
initiative and dedication in creating and 
sustaining the Chemistry Camp for Kids for 
elementary school students from disadvantaged 
communities and his support for Project 
SEED. The committee noted that his vision in 
facilitating continued engagement of students 
and teachers throughout elementary and high-
school science instruction programs, to ensure 
successful college careers, enhances both the 
advancement of minority students and the 
diversity of the chemical enterprise, honoring 
the legacy of Stanley C. Israel. The award was 
presented at the American Chemical Society’s 
Southwest Regional Meeting in Little Rock, 
Ark., on Thursday, Oct. 2. 

American Chemical Society SEED  
Students in Chemistry
The Chemistry Department and the ACS 
SEED program sponsored three high school 
student researchers in the summer of 2008. 
The three students, Luis Aguirre (Crowley 
High School), Isaura Flores (South Hills 
High School) and Grace Woods (Fort Worth 
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Christian School), spent 10 weeks in the 
chemistry laboratory conducting research. 
Aguirre and Flores (SEED I) worked with 
Rodriguez, while Woods (SEED II) worked 
with Robert G. Landolt, professor of chemistry. 
Aguirre and Flores worked to unlock the 
mysteries of the conversion of trimethylamine to 
trimethylamine N-oxide. Woods worked with  
Landolt on ipso reactions. Her contributions 
to the overall project were presented at the 
American Chemical Society’s Southwest 
Regional Meeting in Little Rock, Ark. The 
poster was titled: “Hypochlorite-Induced 
Ipso Reactions of an Aromatic Alcohol.” 
Both Aguirre and Flores are freshmen at 
Texas Wesleyan while Woods is a freshman 
at Texas Southern University. Project SEED 
was established in 1968 to help economically 
disadvantaged high school students expand their 
education and career outlook. 

Grace Woods Wins ACS SEED  
Chemistry Scholarship
Grace Woods, a SEED student at Texas 
Wesleyan, received a $5,000 American 
Chemical Society SEED scholarship to 
attend a college of her choice. Woods worked 
with Rodriguez as an ACS SEED I student 
studying the decomposition of trimethylamine 
N-oxide and protein structure and as an ACS 
SEED II student with Landolt studying ipso 
reactions. 

Chemistry Camp Summer 2008
The Chemistry Department hosted the 
summer 2008 Chemistry Camp for Kids. The 
camp brought approximately 80 elementary 
students from local schools to a free three-
week, daylong, hands-on science camp. The 
Camp also brought 15 high school students to 
campus to work as student mentors. The Camp 
was supported by numerous organizations 
and businesses and is directed by Rodriguez. 
Sixty students are expected to attend this year’s 
science camp.

Playmarket 2009
Theatre Wesleyan is pleased to announce 
the 12th annual Playmarket, Certificate of 
Death by Walter Wykes, BA ’92. This concert 
reading was presented May 18 at Rattlestick 
Playwrights Theatre in New York City. In 
Certificate of Death, Eugene and Stanley are 
horrified when they learn that a young college 
student in the Cackon country has just been 
put to death after receiving a “Certificate 
of Death” in the mail. When the postman 
arrives with similar certificates for the two 
friends, they rush out to clear things up before 
they, too, are executed. Playmarket 2009 was 
directed by Connie Whitt-Lambert, professor 
of theatre, and featured Wesleyan theatre 
majors and alumni Chase Burnett,  Johnny 

Gonzales, Chris Hatcher, Michael Kreitzinger, 
Dillon Maroney, BA ’09, Erica Maroney, BA 
’07, Alfredo Martinez, BA ’09,  Joy Millard, 
Ben Phillips, BA ’09, and  Cari Watson. 

Once again, the travel and learn program is 
being sponsored by Anne Skipper, BA ’78, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees. An alumni 
reception was held at the NYC home of  Mike 
Skipper, BA ’78. During the trip, President 
Harold and Marie Jeffcoat hosted a student 
and alumni dinner at New York’s Carmine’s 
Restaurant.

Theatre fans who could not make the trip to 
New York were able to watch the final dress 
rehearsal of Certificate of Death in the Thad 
Smotherman Theatre on May 14.

Faculty Announcements
Biology
 Chitra Chandrasekaran, associate professor 
of biology, has championed a national research 
collaboration to help undergraduate students 
think as scientists. Their work, “Genomics 
Education Partnership,” was featured in 
October 2008 in Science.

After presenting her work on virtual worlds at 
numerous schools and regional conferences,  
Mary Ann Clark’s work in Second Life, 
Genome Island, was published in Educause 
Review in October 2008. Clark is a professor of 
biology at Texas Wesleyan.

Chemistry
 Phillip Pelphrey, assistant professor of 
chemistry, recently published “Synthetic 
and Crystallographic Studies of a New 
Inhibitor Series Targeting Bacillus anthracis 
Dihydrofolate Reductase” in the Journal of 
Medicinal Chemistry.

English
Associate Professor of English Linda Carroll’s 
short story, “A Test of Faith,” was selected to 
appear in the inaugural issue of Journal of Texas 
Women Writers, Spring 2009. 

 Jeffrey DeLotto, professor of English, spoke at 
the annual Texas Wesleyan University Honors 
Council Luncheon held in conjunction with 
the plenary session of the Pre-Professional 
Program on “The Virtues of an Honorable 
Profession.” He also presented a program 
entitled “A Poet’s Duty to History: Work in 
the Dramatic Monologue” to the Fort Worth 
Women’s Club in February, and a piece of 
creative nonfiction, “Glenn Hardaway,” at the 
annual meeting of the Conference of College 
Teachers of English (CCTE) in Austin in 
March. He read “Medea in the Tropics,” 
a piece of creative nonfiction, at the Texas 
College English Association meeting, held in 
conjunction with CCTE.

Carol Johnson-Gerendas was awarded the 
Randall Popkin prize in rhetoric award for her 
CCTE presentation in March: “Can Words 
Kill? Competing Narratives in a West Texas 
Court Case.” 

Johnson-Gerendas, visiting assistant professor 
of English, along with Stacia Neeley, associate 
professor of English, DeeAnn Day, English 
instructor and director of Wesleyan Collegiate 
Institute, and Whitney Myers, associate 
professor of English, presented a panel 
discussion about Texas Wesleyan’s Learning 
Communities, “A Cautionary Tale: Evaluating 
the Efficacy of Learning Communities for 
College Student Engagement,” to the Texas 
Council of Teachers of English Language Arts 
in Fort Worth.

Whitney Myers will publish a book review of 
David Gold’s Rhetoric at the Margins: Revising 
the History of Writing Instruction in American 
Colleges 1873-1947 in Rhetoric Society Quarterly, 
Spring 2009. Myers also presented “Reading 
the Writing: Native Scholars, Compositionists, 
and Albuquerque Indian School Students” 
at the Conference on College Composition 
and Communication in San Francisco, Calif., 
in March. Myers also presented “Recovery, 
Methodology, and Communal Exchange: 
Ethics and the Albuquerque Indian School 
Archive” at the Native American Literature 
Symposium in Albuquerque, N.M., in 
February. This summer, Myers has been invited 
to be a participant at the Rhetoric Society of 
America’s Third Biennial Summer Institute. 
Her presentation, “History Matters: Materials 
and Methods for Scholarship in the History 
of Rhetoric,” is an insightful examination of 
rhetoric’s rich history.

 Stacia Neeley was an invited speaker at 
Texas Christian University’s Career Paths 
for Academics Series, held in November. She 
presented on graduate programs in literature 
and rhetoric. Neeley was a recipient of the 
Samuel Taylor Fellowship Award and she was 
selected as one of only two Title III Learning 
Coaches at Texas Wesleyan. She recently 
published three articles:

•	 Neeley, Stacia, and D.B. Magee. Synoptic 
Outline of St. Augustine’s De Doctrina 
Christiana. Landmark Essays in Rhetoric: 
St. Augustine. Ed. Rich Enos, et al. Waco: 
Baylor UP, 2008. 

•	 Neeley, Stacia, and DeeAnn Day. “[Dis]
Connecting Cultural Constructs: Using 
Youth Culture in a First-Year Comp 
Sequence.” The X Series for Professional 
Development. Movies, Music, and More. 
Fountainhead Press, 2008.  

•	 Gabor, Catherine, Stacia Neeley, and Carrie 
Shively Leverenz. “Mentor, May I Mother?: 
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Mentoring Women in the Academy.” Stories 
of Mentoring: Theory & Praxis. Ed. Lynee 
Gaillet and Michelle Eble. Parlor Press, 
2008.

History
Elizabeth Alexander, associate professor of 
history, spoke to the Six Flags Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution in 
March. Her presentation was titled “Abigail 
Adams and Republican Motherhood.” 

Alexander and Brenda Taylor Matthews, 
professor of history, attended the Phi Alpha 
Theta Regional Conference in Denton at the 
University of North Texas in April. History 
majors Mike Connell and  Joanna Martinez 
presented papers in sessions. Bianca Williams,  
Tiffany Fitzhugh, Juanita Williams, and 
Jennifer McDonald, BS ’08, also joined their 
colleagues in attending the conference.

Matthews presented “Our Lady of Victory in 
Images” at the American Business Women’s 
Association meeting in Midlothian in March. 
She also participated with her co-contributors 
to the book Grace and Gumption at the 
Goostree Symposium at Texas Wesleyan 
University in March. In February, Matthews 
attended the “Texas Women, American 
Women: New Historical Scholarship and 
Fresh Approaches” conference at Texas 
Christian University.

Psychology
Jay C. Brown, assistant professor of 
psychology, was a 2008 recipient of a Sam 
Taylor Fellowship Award to conduct a study 
on the relationship between religiosity and self-
control. 

Jeremy Newton, assistant professor of 
psychology, recently published “False 
Confession: Considerations for Modern 
Interrogation Techniques at Home and War” 
in the Journal of Law & Social Challenges.

Mark Hanshaw, assistant professor of religion, 
published “A Hindu Vision of Grace for a 
Western Christian Community” in the Journal 
of Religion East and West in October, and his 
review of Moses in the Quran and Exegesis was 
accepted for publication by the Journal for the 
Study of Pseudepigrapha.

Sociology
Greg Gullion, assistant professor of sociology, 
co-authored “The Decision to Opt Out of 
Childhood Vaccination Mandates” with his 
wife Jessica. Their work was recently published 
in the Public Health Nursing Journal.

Sara Horsfall, associate professor of sociology, 
became president of the Southwestern 
Sociological Association this year at the 
Annual meeting in Denver. Last year, she 

served as the vice-president and program 
chair for the annual meeting, coordinating the 
paper sessions. The Southwestern Sociological 
Association is an affiliate of the Southwestern 
Social Science Association, whose journal 
Social Science Journal has become notable in 
recent years, especially in political science and 
sociology. 

School of Business 
Administration and  
Professional Programs
39th Annual Business Hall of Fame
Matthew K. Rose, chairman, president, and 
chief executive officer of Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railroad, was inducted into the 
Business Hall of Fame in October. Rose visited 
the Texas Wesleyan campus earlier that day, 
where he spoke to students in Martin Hall. 
Rose was formally inducted as the Business 
Executive of the Year at an evening black-tie 
ceremony held at the Fort Worth Club.

Faculty Announcements
Thomas Bell, professor of business 
administration, completed a course in 
project management and earned a Project+ 
Certification. Project+ is a globally recognized 
project management certification that provides 
validation of fundamental project management 
skills that span the project life cycle. Bell has 
incorporated the competencies needed to 
pass the Project+ Certification in the MIS 
6302, which is a core requirement of the MBA 
program. Students enrolling in MIS 6302 are 
given the opportunity to sit for the Project+ 
certificate.

Rodney Erakovich, assistant professor of 
public administration and management, co-
authored a paper, “International Capacity 
Building – A Partnership of Community” 
that was published in the proceedings of the 
2008 International Conference on Public 
Administration. He also co-authored a chapter, 
“Implications of Organizational Influence on 
Ethical Behavior,” that is under consideration 
for inclusion in Ethics and Integrity in Public 
Administration. Other works in progress 
include: “Comparative Analysis of Integrity 
Policy in the U.S., Netherlands, Montenegro 
and Serbia” and “Public Organization Ethics 
Building in Serbia, Montenegro and the United 
States” for submission to Administration and 
Society, and “Organizational Ethics in the 
Public Sector;” Virginia Beach: Management 
Concepts, Inc. (forthcoming book publication).

Sandra Hart, professor of marketing, 
has written a chapter, “Self-Regulation of 
Legal Advertising in Texas: Similarities 
and Implications for the European Union,” 
that was included in Marketing in Dynamic 

Environments: Contemporary Research Advances.

Tommy Nichols, assistant professor of 
management, presented his paper “Authentic 
Transformation Leadership and Implicit 
Leadership Theories” at the Southern 
Management Association Meeting held in 
October 2008. 

Kalpana Pai, assistant professor of economics, 
presented her paper, “Is Student Cheating 
Related to Cheating in the Real World?” at the 
Conference on Trends in Global Business at 
Quinnipiac University in October. Pai attended 
the annual Financial Management Association 
meeting held in Grapevine in October. In 
November, Pai attended a University Faculty 
Conference at the Federal Reserve in Dallas 
entitled “Confronting Economic Uncertainty.”  
Pai was also a participant at the May 2008 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business Assessment Seminar, “Reviving, 
Surviving, and Even Thriving Through 
Assessment.” Pai also had a textbook selected 
for publication: Academic Performance in Texas 
Schools: Micro-economic Models of Student 
Achievement, VDM Verlag, 2008.

Hector Quintanilla, dean of the School of 
Business and professor of accounting, was 
appointed to the Board of Trustees for the 
Museum of Science and History and will 
serve from 2009 to 2011. He will also serve 
on the Finance and Audit sub committee of 
the Board. Quintanilla was also appointed as 
a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Fort Worth Chapter of the Texas State Board 
of Public Accountants. He serves as chair 
of the Communications Committee for the 
Fort Worth Texas Society of Certified Public 
Accountants chapter.

John Shampton, professor of business 
administration and business law, presented his 
co-authored paper, “Avoiding the Rule against 
Perpetuities with Foreign Based Trusts – Why, 
How and Whether (Ethically Speaking),” at 
the Southern Academy of Legal Studies in 
Business Annual Conference. Shampton’s 
article was also published in the conference 
proceedings.

Tom Tolleson, professor of accounting, 
attended the American Accounting 
Association’s national meeting in August as 
well as the Texas Society of CPAs Accounting 
Education Conference in October. His co-
authored case, “If Dead Donors Could Talk 
What Would They Say?” was submitted to 
the Southwest Case Research Association 
for publication consideration. Tolleson’s co-
authored paper, “Neoliberalism, Deregulation 
and Financial Reporting: Two Decades of 
Abuse in the United States,” is currently 
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under review by the Accounting, Auditing, 
and Accountability Journal. Tolleson’s case, 
“Chad Craft Enterprises: A Case Study,” was 
published in August in Perspectives in Business.

Sameer Vaidya, associate dean of the 
School of Business and associate professor of 
management, published “Factors Affecting 
Innovation: Developing a Preliminary 
Framework” in the proceedings of the 
Intellectbase International Consortium. Vaidya 
also presented his paper at the Intellectbase 
International Consortium conference in 
December. 

 Sinan Yildirim, assistant professor of 
finance, had two articles published in the 
Asia Financial Planning Journal: “Growth and 
Development of Private Banking” and “Private 
Banking Services: How Do Domestic Banks 
Compare to Foreign Institutions Operating 
in Singapore?” Yildirim also submitted his 
paper, “Trading Profits in Closed-End Fund 
Tender Offers,” to the Journal of Financial and 
Quantitative Analysis.

School of Education
Education Students Donate School and 
Teacher Supplies
Students in Professor of Education Twyla 
Miranda’s classes donated gallon bags of school 
supplies and teacher supplies to send to schools 
in Afghanistan. They mailed over 100 students 
bags and 30 teacher bags to be distributed by 
the charitable organization ...a little help.   

Introducing the Solution Focused Institute
The department of counseling at Texas 
Wesleyan, along with the University of Texas 
at Arlington, hosted the first training session 
of the Solution Focused Institute on May 
14 and 15 on the Wesleyan historic campus. 
The two-day training session opened with a 
symposium led by Bill O’Hanlon, MS, on “The 
Geography of Possibilities.” Possibility Therapy 
uses the power of acknowledgment to meet 
people where they are stuck and the power of 
possibility to invite them into change. Not just 
a positive approach, this approach recognizes 
problems, the influence of the past, and 
cultural, political and gender influences while 
creating a respectful, hopeful environment for 
change. 

School of Education Hosts Workshops, 
Meetings, Consortiums
The School of Education hosted several 
workshops and meetings. One hundred and 
twenty fourth graders were on campus Feb. 13  
for their annual writing camp. This is the third 
year the University has hosted the group. The 
School hosted four professional development 
workshops on Sheltered Instruction for 

Secondary Content Area Teachers for more 
than 50 teachers in our partner districts, and 
continues to host monthly meetings with two 
National School Leaders Network principal 
groups, with principals from local school 
districts. In February, the School hosted the 
Texas Independent School Consortium for 
the second time this year. The Consortium is 
comprised of DFW-area private schools. 

Awards and Honors
Linda Metcalf, associate professor of 
counseling, was awarded the 2009 Board 
of Trustees Scholarship Award for her 
scholarship output and for the role she plays 
in enhancing the University’s reputation in her 
field.

Aileen Curtin, associate professor of 
education, had her textbook, Practical Strategies 
for Teaching English Language Learners, 
highlighted in April by Pearson Publishing at 
the National Center for Education Conference 
in Washington, D.C.

Michele Greer, adjunct instructor in 
counseling, has received her doctorate in family 
therapy from Texas Woman’s University. Her 
dissertation was titled “The Efficacy of Mental 
Health Services in the Family Court System: 
Legal Professionals’ Perceptions.” 

Faculty Announcements
Joe Dryden, assistant professor of 
education, presented a research paper at 
the Southwestern Educational Research 
Association’s annual conference, held in San 
Antonio in February, on the characteristics of 
effective administrative internships.

Lisa Dryden, professor of reading and 
director of Graduate Studies in Education, 
presented with Ann Reed, associate professor 
of education, at the 2009 Conference on 
Literacy for the Colorado Council of the 
International Reading Association. The 
presentation was titled “Strategic Reading 
for Adolescents: A Comprehensive Model.”  
Dryden and Reed also traveled to Guatemala 
City in February to the Seventh Annual 

International Literacy Conference, where 
their presentation was titled “Supporting 
Second Language Learners: Practical 
Guidance for Classroom Teachers.”

Michael Ellison, professor and director 
of Graduate Counseling Programs and 
Disability Accommodations, with his research 
team including Christopher Mann, DO, Ron 
Silvernell, MA, and William Effinger, DO, 
MS, delivered two poster presentations for 
the University of North Texas Health Science 
Center Primary Care Research Institute. The 
titles were “Prevalence and Societal Costs 
of Mental Illnesses in the Tarrant County 
Alternatives to Incarceration Program” and 
“The Mental Health Screening and Treatment 
Initiative for the Tarrant County Probationer 
Population.” Presentations were in March at 
the Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine.

Molly Kuzmich, visiting assistant professor of 
graduate counseling, did a poster presentation 
at the 2009 annual Texas Association for 
Marriage and Family Therapy conference. 
The topic was “Differentiation of Self and 
Playful Parental Interactions.” Kuzmich also 
presented at the April Texas Association 
of Play Therapy 2009 annual conference in 
San Antonio. The title of her presentation 
was “Playful Parents: The Impact of 
Intergenerational Dynamics on the Parent-
Child Relationship.” 

Linda Metcalf, associate professor of 
counseling, and Elliott Connie, MS, BS 
’01, MA ’06, submitted a manuscript, The 
Art of Solution Focused Therapy, to Springer 
Publishers that will be published in July 2009. 
Metcalf ’s presentations from December 2008 
through March 2009 include “Counseling 
Toward Solutions,” given to the California 
Counseling Association; “Counseling 
Toward Solutions II,” given to the California 
School Counseling Association; “Pathways 
to Success,” given at Gateway College, San 
Antonio Community College, all in December 
2008. Presentations in 2009 include “Solution 
Focused School Counseling,” given to the 
Korbinski Institute faculty in Amsterdam 
in January; “Pathways to Success, Gateway 
to College,” given to Riverside California 
Community College in January; “The Solution 
Focused School,” given to the Texas School 
of Social Work Conference in February; and 
“Pathways to Success, Gateway to College,” 
given at Portland Community College and at 
Community College of Philadelphia  
in March.

Twyla Miranda, professor of education, 
presented a paper, “Using Philosophy for 
Children to Uncover Religious Dimensions 
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to Native American and African Tales,” at 
the 20th Oxford Roundtable on Children’s 
Literature Conference at Pembroke College, 
Oxford, England in March. While there, she 
collected information on the Lake District, 
home of children’s author Beatrix Potter. In 
April, Miranda participated by invitation in 
the Boyds Mill Press Workshop for Nature 
Writers in Honesdale, Penn. In January, 
Miranda participated in the GLOBE Science 
International Hummingbird project in 
Guanacaste Province, Costa Rica, helping 
scientists band ruby-throated hummingbirds. 
She collected date on migration and 
hummingbirds. Photos and other information 
are available on her web site:  
http://web.me.com/twylatmiranda/. Miranda 
presented a book review of The Commoner by 
John Burnham Schwartz to the Arlington 
Chapter of American Association of University 
Women in December 2008. She published 
“Choosing a ‘Just Right’ Book: Inquiry into 
Third Graders’ Selection of Readable Books” in 
the Wesleyan Graduate Review, VII, 2008; and 
“Memories - Travel in Kenya,” in The Recorder, 
Alpha Chi Honor Society, Fall 2008.

Pam Rast, professor of exercise and sports 
studies, hosted a workshop for professional 
certified athletic trainers on Manual Therapy 
for the Lower Extremity in Seaside, Ore., in 
March.

Patsy Robles-Goodwin, assistant professor of 
education and director of the ESL/Bilingual 
Program, and Kim Tyler, assistant professor 
of education, presented at the Fort Worth ISD 
annual Bilingual Conference in March 2009. 
Their topic was “Relevant Differences: The 
Teaching and Learning Strategies That Tie and 
Bind ELLs and Gifted Education.”

Robles-Goodwin and two recent graduates, 
Graciela Terrazas and Edith Dionicio, were 
interviewed on Spanish-language television 
(Telemundo). The purpose was to inform 
Hispanic high school students about the 
preparation necessary for attending university.

Edita Ruzgyte, assistant professor of 
counseling, has been invited to lecture at 
Khazar University in Azerbaijan.

Tyler was the keynote presenter at the Vision 
XVII Conference for Region 18 in Odessa 
in January. Presentations were “Who Are 
the Gifted? What Might Surprise You,” 
“Using the Classroom Observation Scale - 
Revised (COS-R) to Assess Best Practices in 
Differentiated Instruction,” and “Learning with 
Graphic Organizers.” She then was the keynote 
speaker at the Student of the Year Recognition 

Dinner. Tyler has a chapter called “Teacher 
Perceptions of Self-Efficacy and Differentiated 
Strategy Use in Working with Gifted Learners 
in Title I Schools” in a book titled Leading 
Change in Gifted Education published by 
Prufrock Press this spring.

Tyler and Dryden presented twice at the 
Hawaii International Conference on Education 
In January. The titles were “Differentiating 
Classroom Instruction for the 21st Century 
Learner” and “Constructing Knowledge 
through Problem-Based Learning.”

Lorrie Webb, assistant professor of education, 
was invited to participate in the 20th annual 
Oxford Round Table discussion on Social 
Justice in Oxford, England. She presented 
a paper entitled “Preparing Educators to 
Promote Social Justice.” Webb was one of five 
participants representing eight countries and 
20 disciplines. The Round Table discussions 
took place in March.

Graduate Programs of Nurse 
Anesthesia
The Graduate Programs of Nurse Anesthesia 
faculty (Lisa Milhoan, instructor of GPNA; 
Debra Maloy; assistant director and instructor 
of GPNA, John Martin, director of GPNA; 
Rod Reinke, professor of nurse anesthesia; 
Ricardo E. Rodriguez, professor of chemistry; 
and Joe R. Williams, associate professor 
of nurse anesthesia) attended the Annual 
Assembly of School Faculty Spring Meeting in  
Orlando, Fla.

The only 100% online Doctorate of Nurse 
Anesthesia Practice (DNAP) program 
approved by the American Association of 
Nurse Anesthesia in the country initiated the 
first class in the fall of 2008 with 18 students. 
Due to the demand by CRNAs for this degree, 
the 2009 and 2010 class sizes have been 
increased to 24.

Martin, Milhoan, Maloy, and Rodriguez 
attended the annual fall meeting of the Texas 
Association of Nurse Anesthesia in San 
Antonio, Texas.

Rodriguez attended the spring meeting of 
the Texas Association of Nurse Anesthesia in 
Austin, Texas. 

School of Law
Advancement
The School of Law Annual Fund has 191 
alumni donors with a total of 288 donations 
made to the Annual Fund. That brings us to 
a 7.2% giving rate (well above our previous 3% 

giving rate from last year). Our goal is to have 
at least a 10% alumni giving rate by May 31, 
2009. The Advancement Office has raised a 
total of $50,729 for the Annual Fund this year 
(also a significant increase from last year). 

Other funds raised in 2008-09 include 
a $12,000 Chesapeake gift to the Law 
Fellowship program, $10,000 XTO Energy 
Symposium, and $249,699 in funds from 
the Law Review, moot court, law library, 
fellowship, golf tournament, and other 
sources.

The Law School has been actively seeking 
external funding and has received several 
awards this year. To support the Children’s 
Rights Clinic, the United Way has awarded 
a grant in the amount of $85,000. In 
partnership with Safe Haven, the U.S. 
Department of Justice renewed an award of 
over $120,000 to assist victims of domestic 
abuse and violence in utilizing legal services 
at the Law Clinic.  Likewise, the Texas Bar 
Foundation granted $25,000 for activities 
associated with the Law School Asian Judicial 
Institute. 

Alumni 
This year, the School of Law hosted monthly 
alumni luncheons to reach out to our alumni. 
The first Oil and Gas Continuing Legal 
Education (CLE) alumni event was held in the 
fall with 75 participants. Alumni Weekend 
proved to be a great success. We welcomed 
more than 500 guests to our Community 
Crawfish Boil in April. The golf tournament 
raised $25,000 for the Greenhill Scholarship 
Endowment. An alumni giving online 
challenge to raise money for the Annual Fund 
has raised more than $10,000 in two months 
with online donations alone. 

Career Services
This summer, School of Law students will 
serve as interns at various places, including the 
U.S. 5th Circuit Court of Appeals, the U.S. 
District Court, the Texas Supreme Court, and 
various local courts. In addition, we also have 
students interning with the Tarrant County 
District Attorney’s Office, Dallas District 
Attorney’s Office and other local and federal 
government agencies in addition to in-house 
departments such as Mary Kay Inc. and 
Southwest Airlines. 

Law firm placements include Kelly Hart 
& Hallman, LLP; Haynes & Boone, LLP; 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP; Banner & Witcoff, 
Ltd.; Cantey Hanger, LLP; Harris, Finley and 
Bogle, PC; and McDonald Sanders, PC. 
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